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Study Summary 

 

 

We would like to collect information about the research studies being conducted as part of the 

International School Leadership Development Network. For each study you have conducted (or are 

conducting), please provide the following information: 

 

1. Research team members’ names and affiliations. 

 

Slater, C.L.,   California State University Long Beach 

Potter, I.,    Bay House School and Sixth Form 

Torres, N.,   Universidad Nacional Costa Rica 

Briceno, F.   Universidad Nacional Costa Rica 

 

 

2. Which project area does your research study address? 

 

X Leadership for social justice 

 

    Leadership in high-need schools 

 

 

3. Briefly describe the study setting, participants, data collection instruments, and dates of the 

investigation. 

 
A school director from England and Cost Rica was identified and interviewed. There was no attempt 

to confirm the atmosphere of the school or the actions of the director. We were only interested in the 

director’s perceptions. Researchers asked that directors confirm that they would identify themselves as 

social justice leaders and indicate their willingness to participate. The international research team developed 

an interview protocol.  An interview of about 90 minutes was conducted and the intent of the data analysis 

was to identify patterns or themes (Merriam, 2009).   

 

4. List key findings of the study. 

 

 
Our reflections at this stage of the ISLDN project following this international comparison, lead us to 

believe the purpose of our research is to illuminate the narratives of school leaders. The value of doing this 

sort of research is for school directors to learn from examples of the challenges faced by other social justice 

leaders.  



It is the job therefore of the researcher to capture and disseminate examples of the connection 

between school leaders working in their micro and macro context. We found more similarities than 

differences. Thus, illuminating the agency of a school leader in one national context may stir the possibility of 

emancipation in another context.  

5. Presentations and publications reporting the study. 

 

Slater, C.L., Potter, I., Torres, N., & Briceno, F. (2014). Understanding Social Justice Leadership: An 

International Exploration of the Perspectives of Two School Leaders in Costa Rica and England. 

Management in Education, 28(30), 110-115. 

 


